
 

 

 
 
 
MARELLI PARTNERS WITH PLUG AND PLAY TO JOIN THE “MOTOR VALLEY ACCELERATOR”,  
THE MOBILITY ACCELERATOR OF THE CDP NATIONAL NETWORK AIMED AT INNOVATIVE 

START-UPS IN THE MOBILITY SECTOR 
 

Modena / Corbetta (MI), May 18, 2021 – Marelli, a leading global automotive supplier, partners with 
Plug and Play to join the “Motor Valley Accelerator”, the Mobility Accelerator of the CDP National 
Network, born from an initiative by CDP Venture Capital Sgr in collaboration with Fondazione di 
Modena and UniCredit. The accelerator is managed by Plug and Play, the international innovation 
platform and early-stage investor, together with the technology broker CRIT - based in Modena, Italy 
- as a managing partner. 
 
The “Motor Valley Accelerator” - the first Italian accelerator dedicated to the automotive sector, part 
of the CDP National Network which operates in the main Italian technological districts in order to 
support the development of competences and entrepreneurship in the innovation sector - aims at 
bridging together financial and industrial actors to provide the start-ups with the widest support, 
contributing to a fruitful exchange between local and international know-how.  
 
As the largest Open Innovation platform in the world, Plug and Play brings together the best startups 
with the world’s largest corporations. The company runs both Accelerator and Post-Acceleration 
Programs, which are limited-time programs for major companies to collaborate and/or invest in 
startups as part of open innovation across a range of industries.  
 
In particular, the “Motor Valley Accelerator” program will run a 5-month batch per year for early-stage 
startups based in Italy and match the corporate partners with the best international scale-ups. In this 
view, the best Italian startups in the mobility sector, selected by Plug and Play, will benefit from the 
support of the Motor Valley Accelerator partners in terms of expertise, network and investment 
capacity, with the final aim to develop game-changing technology solutions and implement them in 
their business. 
 
For Marelli this agreement further underlines the commitment to technological innovation in the 
automotive sector and follows consistently the first partnership with Plug and Play, signed in 2019, 
through which the company joined Plug and Play’s mobility program in Silicon Valley. Extending to 
Italy this collaboration further allows Marelli to have a direct window on the open innovation 
ecosystem of one of the most important automotive hubs in the world, such as Emilia-Romagna’s 
Motor Valley.  
 
“Marelli is proud to collaborate with Plug and Play, CRIT and the other partners of the Motor Valley 
Accelerator, within the National Accelerator Network by CDP, one of the most important players in the 
Italian industrial ecosystem”, stated Ermanno Ferrari, President of Marelli Europe. “We have always 
been committed to nurturing and promoting innovation in the automotive industry. As part of this 
initiative, we will be able to access a great source of valuable talents and future-oriented technologies 
that, combined with our know-how, will result in high-end innovative solutions for the future of 
mobility”. 
 



 

 

With a specific focus on the areas of electrification, autonomous driving, sustainable technologies and 
motorsport, Marelli will support the process of enhancement of innovative start-ups in the automotive 
industry, contributing to the technological evolution of the sector in terms of innovation and 
sustainability. By investing in the Motor Valley Accelerator project, Marelli confirms its role as an 
important point of reference for powering the mobility of the future. 
 
“It is great to have Marelli onboard, we’ve already had a fruitful relationship since 2019 and they are 
a perfect fit for the new automotive program in Modena” said Andrea Zorzetto, Managing Partner of 
Plug and Play Italy. “Since we launched in Milan, we introduced to our partners hundreds of startups, 
and more than 40 have implemented a pilot. We are confident that Marelli will achieve similar results 
and also help the local ecosystem to grow”. 
 

About Marelli - MARELLI is one of the world’s leading global independent suppliers to the automotive sector. With a strong 

and established track record in innovation and manufacturing excellence, our mission is to transform the future of mobility 

through working with customers and partners to create a safer, greener and better-connected world. With around 58,000 

employees worldwide, the MARELLI footprint includes 170 facilities and R&D centers across Asia, the Americas, Europe, and 

Africa, generating revenues of 1,266 Billion JPY (10.4 Billion EUR) in 2020. 

About Plug and Play – Plug and Play is the largest Open Innovation platform in the world with over 2000 accelerated startups 

last year alone and 500+ partners, and the second globally most active VC in the early stage segment, with an average of 200 

investments each year. Some portfolio startups include Dropbox, Lending Club, Paypal, N26, Credit Sesame, Hippo Insurance, 

among others. Today Plug and Play is present in more than 30 cities, among America, Europe, Africa and Asia. In April 2019 

it opened its first Italian office in Milan, and now it is focused on three verticals: Food and Beverage, with Esselunga, Lavazza 

and Tetra Pak; Fintech, with Nexi and UniCredit; and in 2020 Sustainability, together with A2A, Buzzi Unicem, and Poste 

Italiane. In 2021 it launched the Motor Valley Accelerator, thanks to the partnership with CDP Venture Capital Sgr, CRIT, 

UniCredit and Fondazione di Modena. 
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